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Introduction

The archaeological Mission of the Centro di Studi Papirologici of the University of Salento,
Lecce, led by Mario Capasso and Paola Davoli, carried out the gknechakological Season at Dime
esSeba (ElFayyum), the ancient Soknopaiou Nedosm 1stOctober to6th December 221

Members of the team were Ashraf Barakat (Assistant to Directors), Bruno BéZnamputer
management and photographer), Alberto BuonffP@pyrologist and Registrar), Clementina Caputo
(Ceramologist), Francesca CozZzggyptologist), Silvio Di Cello Assistant papyrologistCesare
lezzi (Archaeologist), Roberta PetrillEgyptologist) Mohammed Riad Ramadan, Nagla Rabia
Hassan, Mohammed AmAb del Amid(Restoration departménMustafa Faisal Hemegdahmed
Hassarrepresented the Ministry of Antiquities the field and in the General Sterehouse at Kom
Aushim Israa Mohammed Ibrahim and Ahmed Hamdi Mohammed joined the Mission tedne for
restoration of some objects in the SCA Magazine.

The Mission would like to thank Prof. Dr. Khaled-Aghany, Minister of Antiquities and
Heritage, the General Director of the Foreign Missions Dr. Nashwa Gaimihe Director of the
Inspectorate of Amjuities of Fayyum Sayed Shura for the support received in the course of the
works. Warm thanks are due to the President of the University of Salentd;gioaf.Polliceto the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, for the financial supgmanted for 221, and
to prof. Giuseppina Capriotti Vittozzi of the Archaeological Centre of the Italian Institute for Culture
in Cairo. The Mission also expresses its gratitude to Luca Tréonlhis constantsupport. Warm
thanks also to the Istituto ternazionale di Studi Borgiani of Velletri, chaired by dr. Rigel Langella

for a scholarship térancesca Cozza

The ST 6 building (Figs. 1-4)

The excavation d&T 6, a building in mud brickscated in the northwest corner of teenenos
begunin 2019.In this seasonwo large rooms of the building, A and Bave beetrought to light.
The building consists of at least three rooms and a partially preserved staircase. Only the walls of the
large room Awhich is12 meters long and 5 meters wide, are preserved for a maximum of 8 meters
in elevation.Room A is characterized by the presence of 15 large niches arranged symmetrically
along the sides and plastered with white plaster mortar. ®bthese had a stone base, which has
been preserved in place only in a few cases. The five niches on the east side are surmounted by
windows.

The room was certainly excavated in the pass filled with windolownsand, collapsed bricks,
mudbrick debrisand many wooden elements. The ceiliignetersabove the floorwas originally
flat and made up of wooden beams and reeds. The only evidence of the ceiling consists of three post
holes for the beams, two of which symmetrical, amodl@apsedoortion of reeds tied with ropes and

fixed with mud mortar.



There are no traces of Byzantine occupatérthe room,asinsteadis the casef the two
temples ST20 and ST203. In the filling,disruptedby pits dug in the past, numeroodjectsrelated
to the cult werdound which complement those found in 2019 (Figd2% pinecones in excellent
conditiory decorative elements in limestone, originally placed in the interior of the niches to constitute
real chapels of worshjpvith columns and capitglsan Egyptiancavetto cornicheand the two
supporting pillargrom the decoration of a niche; wooden tablets painted in bright colors, some Greek
and Demotic papyrparts of two statuettes probably depicting a priest, in blas&lthand the lower
part of an Osiris, in limestone.

The furnshingof roomA is represented by stone benches resting on the fizaxtealso in
local stone anglasteredwith white lime, by reused column drumpkaced within the floor slabsn
the centrabixis of the room (threare stillin situ, while other fivewerefoundscatteredn the filling);
by two tables for offeringwith two deepbasins by pillows and / or mattresses made of fabric with
inflorescence of reegiof which about 80 kg were recovered. Two finglyodenturned legs of chairs
or beds and at least one table also made of wood have survived the reqeatgdf the room.The
objeds found in2019 such as stone and terracotta incense burners, floral elements for decorative
garlandsand painted wooden panemist be addetb the newly found materials to have a better idea
of the contextPinecones and other plant elements weregfasbmpositegarlands but they were
also burned as votive offerings, as numerous charred remainsedteatottapearls and bells were
likely part of the decoration hanging on the walls.

Room A was accessed by means of a @wagiocated in the center of the southern wall and
made with blocks of yellow limestone, of which only the foundation course and the threshold remain.
The door was closed by two shutters and was 90 cm wide. It was accessed by means of two steps that
went up fom room B. The latter extends from east to west for 9 m and is 4 m wide. Theagltor
room B, completely destroyed, was located in the northeast corner of the room and had only one leaf
(Fig. 4). The hall, whose perimeter walls are heavily eroded iedbtern half, had a flat roof and
had been plastered several times due to the btamtthat covered the walls. It had at least two niches
located at its west end, one of which was filled in before the last restoration of the plaster.

The floor wagnitially in compactednud, thencovered with a new oneade ofthin stone slabs
plastered witlwhite limelike the floor ofroomA. Traces of burnt are clearly visible on both floors.
Benclesmade of stone blockperhaps reuskrunsaong the wallsand are30 cm high and 40 cm
wide. The filling of theroom, consisting of sandyricks,and brick debris, wasivagedseveral times
by robbers: pits were dug in different places and sbhaatiers made of bricks and stones werdcset
support the sand dag thesescavengingThe floor was completely undermined at the entrance to
the room and at its western end.

The materials found are very fragmentary and of uncertain origin. Some papyri in Greek have
been recovered from the organic layer that still coveoede parts ahefloor, as well as fragments
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of a gilded stucco decoration with Egyptistyle relief,on which the god Sobek wittvasscepter
and anoffering womancan be recognized.

Among the finds in SBA and B,are27 demotiastrakg 16 papyri in Greek and Demotig4
pineconesabout forty terracotta bells and pearls for the decoration of festoons or gaolantdg;h
some of the pineconemddried dum palm fruitsvere part otoo. Decorative architectural elements
of thenichesin Alexandrian and Egyptian style were recovefaime fragments gfainted woodn
panels(Fig. 8), depicting divinities in classical styleverecertainly part opanelsalreadypreserved
in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, in the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford and in the Petrie Museum in
London.These wereacovered by looters at the end of thé& géntury.

Noteworthyis a statuette 11 cm highm basalt depicting Aphrodite, witther right shoulder
and breaskeft uncoveredandwith a pommel in her left hand. The figurine lacks the head and feet
which were applied by means of thin iron tenons. Two shaadfjingholes on her shouldessiggest
that she had to be hung. It is a particularly refined work, with fine details of the dressliahdg
surface (Fig. 13).

The building appears to be a meeting place, with stone benches, wooden chairs or beds,
cushions and / or mattresses, offering tables and various types of incense burners. The niches, richly
decorated with lithic elements, werdfdrent from each other and could contain cult statueites
paintedpanels The organic remains found on the floors are of ledi@sers,and seeds (the bones
are completely missingand seem to attest to ritual activities that did not involve theuseat but
only of plant materials. In addition to the use of fire, the incrustations on floors antufamso

suggest theprinkling of oils and other liquids.

Preparatory work s for the restoration of the Templar area

In 2021 a thregrear project for the refurbishment and restoration oft¢éh@enosarea began,
funded by the Antiquities Endowment Fund of the American Research Center in Egypt. The work
was planned and carried out icollaboration with architects Nicholas Warner and Ahmed
Abdelgawad.

The first interventions involve the clearing of the large and heavy architfewedin ST 20
and ST203 temples during the excavations carried out from 2003 to. 20y were temporaly
removel outside the buildings amatcupy the lateral areas of the sanctuar@evening circulation.
The projectintends to reorganizénetemplar areand give ita more orderly and usable appearance
for visitors. Thelintelslocated north and west of D3 have been movetiiring this seasooutside
thetemenosin an area without buildings to the northeast ofghelosurewall. Theremoval ofthe
blocks will continue in 2022. Taccomplistithe work, which must necessaribke place without the
aid of mechanical means, a ramp has been preptredl allow the transportatiorof the heavy
lintels locatedeast of ST20 towardsan area eastf thetemenosndoutside of it.
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Somesectorof thetemenosnade in mud brickBave been identifiedsparticularly eroded at
the base and therefore at risk of collapse. Their consolidation will consist in the construction of new
courses omudbricks that will fill the gaps at the base of slesectors This recostructionrequires
the preparation of at least 50,000 newdbricks (30 x 15 x 10 cm) arttleexcavation at the base of
eachsectorof a trenchthatallows to exposehe preservedvall on which the new coursesust be
funded For this purpose, theroduction of the new bricks has begand a trench has already been
dug at the base of walls 4.6 and 4.7 of the west side ofethenos(Fig. 1) from which the
reconstruction workwill begin in 2022. The external west face of sieetor 4.6s erodedyy a depth
of approx. 1 m. The trench is 5 m from north to south and 0.80 m wide (Fig. 14). DurimgptRkis
we had the possibility to explore the foundation of tdreenoswhich we reache@ meters below
the eroded surface of the wall. The foundation egssedn an area of 60 x 80 cm: the wall is well
built according to the English Bond scheme and hasoffeets1.45 m apart, the second of which is
located at the base of the wall and is built with local stones. The foundation cogetatithe
elevationof 24.49 m and consists of squared blocks of yellow limesinfeadand brown limestone
stones placed side by side with the blocks. The bottawationis much lower than that of the

southeast wall of theemenosreached irBaggiol0 atthe elevation 0f25.17 m.

Restoration of objects
The restorers of the Kom Aushitorehousdaboratory assembled the head of the statue
depicting a Ptolemaic queen with her bust. They also intervened to consolidate the stucco of some

paintedpanelsfound in ST 6during2019 and 202%easonsand to clean some coins.

The directors of the Mission

Prof. Mario Capasso Prof. Paola Davoli

Medinet etFayyum, 6 December 291
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Fig. 1.Planof thetemenowith the areas excavated in 2021 in yellow



Fig. 3.Room ST 6A.



Fig. 4.RoomST 6B looking west



Fig. 5. Decoration of a niche in STAGin alexandrian style

Fig. 6. Composite capitel of théecoration of a niche in ST 6A



Fig. 7. Decoration of a niche in ST 6A in Egyptian style.
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