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Introduction 

The Archaeological Mission of the Centro di Studi Papirologici of Salento University, Lecce, 

directed by Mario Capasso and Paola Davoli, carried out the Eleventh Excavation Season at Dime 

es-Seba (El-Fayyum), the ancient Soknopaiou Nesos, from October 26
th
 to  December 2

nd
 2014. 

The team consisted of Stefania Alfarano (assistant excavation), Ashraf Barakat (assistant to 

director), Bruno Bazzani (computer management), Alberto Buonfino (registrar), Clementina Caputo 

(ceramicist), Ehab Younes Ali (Fayoum University), Massimo Limoncelli (3D specialist, Catholic 

University of Milan), Magali de Haro Sanchez (papyrologist, University of Liège), Ilaria de Nigris 

(archaeologist), Simone Occhi (surveyor), Roberta Petrilli (Egyptologist), Federico Scacchetti 

(archaeologist), Sandro Vannini (Photographer), Mariacristina Macchia and Filippo Mi (University 

of Salento), Yasser Yusef Abd el Sattar (training inspector). The Supreme Council of Antiquities 

was represented by the inspectors Mohammed Riad Ramadan and Mustafa Faisal Hemeda. 

The Mission would like to thank Prof. Dr. Mamdouh Mohamed Gad Eldamaty, Minister of 

Antiquities and Heritage, the General Director of the Foreign Missions Hany Ahmed Abo El Azm, 

the General Manager of the Fayyum Inspectorate Ahmed Abdel-Aal Mohamed for their support in 

the course of work. Warm thanks to the Provost of the University of Salento, prof. Vincenzo Zara, 

for the financial support for 2014. We are also grateful to the Cav. Luca Trombi, who, as every 

year, has secured a generous and crucial financial support, and to the supporters of the "Cultural 

Association Soknopaiou Nesos Project". In particular, we would like to thank the International 

Centro di Studi Borgiani of Velletri, chaired by Dr. Rigel Langella, for the scholarship provision for 

young people participating in the Mission. 

Thanks also to the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the financial support in 2014 and 

Mrs Cecile Safwat of the archaeological section of the Italian Cultural Institute in Cairo, who was 

responsible for relations with the Supreme Council of Antiquities.  

 

Excavation 2014 

The main body of work took place in the great temple enclosure. The excavation continued on 

the west side of the temple dedicated to the god Soknopaios (ST 20) (Fig. 1) in Trench 8 already 

opened in 2012. In addition, a new area has been investigated in the southeast corner of the temenos 

(Trench 10) on a mound already present in the plan outlined by K.R. Lepsius in 1843. 

Trench 8 is long from north to south 8.65 meters and wide from east to west 3.10 m. It has 

been opened in the pavement in limestone slabs perfectly preserved on the west side of the temple 
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ST 20 (Fig. 2). This floor (US 810), brought to light in 2012, is not the original floor but a remaking 

built during a restoration phase of the exterior wall of ST 20. It abuts a coating of grey limestone 

slabs (US 806) put in place along the bottom of the outer wall eroded from the winds. 

The stratigraphy found in Trench 8 is sealed and is therefore of great interest to determine the 

history of the temple ST 20. In the area where temple ST 20 was built there were earlier structures 

built in local stones and mud-bricks, which were partially demolished to make room for the new 

temple. Inside Trench 8 are three walls in rough stones founded directly on the gebel (Fig. 3). The 

spaces between the walls were filled with sand and debris to level the area for the building yard. It 

is not clear which kind of buildings are they, but in the space between them there was a dump made 

of domestic waste alternating with layers of sand. Ceramics and ostraka found in these layers are 

dated to the late first century BC. 

The original floor outside the sanctuary ST 20 was made up of rough stones, on which a 

chapel with columns was. Both are badly preserved because of their dismantling that occurred in the 

restoration phase of the building, during which the revetment and the floor above mentioned (810 

US 806) were made. The base of a column and the imprint of a second one are all what remains of 

the chapel (Fig. 4). A test trench has allowed us to ensure the absence of other columns to the south 

and to conclude that a chapel 4.25 meters large was set against the western side of ST 20 and was 

perhaps in classic style. 

The materials found in the layers between the two floors (50 cm thick) suggest that the 

dismantling of the chapel and the subsequent construction of the new floor 810 have occurred 

during the second century AD. 

 

Trench 10 is located in the southeast corner of the temenos and measures 10.5 east-west and 

10 m north-south (Fig. 5). The excavated mound was composed of sediments accumulated during 

the long history of the site. On the surface there were materials resulting from clandestine 

excavations carried out between the end of 1800 and the beginning of 1900 that have damaged the 

structures present in the area. Only part of a mud brick house was found (ST 217). It is likely that it 

was a house for priests built with light grey mud bricks, of which part of a staircase with a central 

pillar and an adjoining cellar remain (Fig. 6). The house developed to the west and probably is still 

preserved below a high hill made by clandestine excavations. The house was built in the Roman 

period at a distance of 3 m from the south side of the temenos and 6.5 m from the east one. A wall 

made of reused stones and mud-bricks was built to the east of the staircase to enclose a space like-

courtyard. This wall is largely collapsed toward north and seals the underlying stratigraphy that 
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consists of layers pre-existing the construction of the house. The house was built on a layer of 

domestic waste levelled on purpose that covered an earlier structure of mud brick and rubble 

resulting from its destruction. In turn, this building was built directly on a previously demolished 

mud-brick building. So far three are the building phases of construction recognised in the area. The 

chronology of the various phases will be assessed through the study of ceramic and other materials 

found in the stratigraphy, including Demotic ostraka. 

The area was still inhabited during the Byzantine era by animals enclosed in the courtyard of the 

Roman house. An ostrakon with a staurogram attests to the presence of Christians in the temenos. 

 

Finds 

Overall 181 ostraka, of which one Greek, some figurative and all the other Demotic were 

recovered (Fig. 7). A dozen of fragments of Demotic papyri and one Greek were also found. 

Rings, earrings, coins and a small figure of goddess Renenutet in bronze were also discovered. 

 

Photography 

The site and some special monuments have been documented with digital photographs in order 

to create a three-dimensional model of the site and of some buildings.  

 

 

The Directors of the Mission 

Mario Capasso e Paola Davoli 

 

 

 

 

Medinet el-Fayyum, december 1
st
 2014 
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Publications on Dime es-Seba (Soknopaiou Nesos)  

 by the members of the Soknopaiou Nesos Project 

 
M. Capasso, Libri, Autori e Pubblico a Soknopaiou Nesos. Secondo Contributo alla Storia della Cultura letteraria 

del Fayyum in Epoca Greca e Romana. I, in S. Lippert-M. Schentuleit (Hrsg.), Tebtynis und Soknopaiu Nesos. 

Leben im römerzeitlichen Fajum. Akten des Internationalen Symposions vom 11. Bis 13. Dezember 2003 in 

Sommerhausen bei Würzburg, Wiesbaden 2005, pp. 1-17. 

 
M. Capasso, Settant’anni dopo “Mr. Michigan”: nuovi ritrovamenti di papiri e ostraka a Soknopaiou Nesos, «Studi 

di Egittologia e Papirologia» 2 (2005), pp. 53-55. 

 
M. Capasso, Alcuni papiri figurati magici recentemente ritrovati a Soknopaiou Nesos, in M. Capasso-P. Davoli 

(eds.), New Archaeological and Papyrological Researches on the Fayyum, Proceedings of the International Meeting 

of Egyptology and Papyrology, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 14 (2005) [2007], pp. 49-66. 

 
M. Capasso, Rassegna su Soknopaiou Nesos. I. 2006-2008, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 16 (2007), pp. 253-265. 

 

M. Capasso, Libri, autori e pubblico a Soknopaiou Nesos. Secondo contributo alla storia della cultura letteraria del 

Fayyum in epoca greca e romana. II, in S. Lippert-M. Schentuleit (eds.), Graeco-Roman Fayum Texts and 

Archaeology. Proceedings of the Third International Fayum Symposion, Freudenstadt, May 29-June 1, 2007, 

Wiesbaden 2008, pp. 45-54. 

 
M. Capasso, Soknopaiou Nesos 2004-2006: bilancio papirologico, in T. Gagos (ed.), Proceedings of the 25th 

International Congress of Papyrology, Ann Arbor, July 29-August 4, 2007, Ann Arbor 2010, pp. 105-108. 

 
M. Capasso, Un ostrakon greco da Soknopaiou Nesos con elenco di anni, «Chronique d’Égypte» 85/169-170 

(2010), pp. 263-268. 

 

M. Capasso, The Safeguard of Soknoapiou Nesos, in R. Pirelli (ed.), Natural and Cultural Landscapes in the 

Fayoum. The Safeguarding and Management of Archaeological Sites and Natural Environment. Proceedings of the 

International Colloquium, Fayoum 31st October-2nd November 2010, UNESCO, Cairo 2011, pp. 181-185. 

 
M. Capasso, Materiali scrittori da Soknopaiou Nesos, in P. Fioretti (ed.), Storie di Cultura Scritta. Studi per Francesco 

Magistrale, Spoleto 2012, pp. 217-221, tavv. I-V. 

 

M. Capasso, Soknopaiou Nesos 2007-2010: an Assessment of the Greek materials, in M. Stadler-C. Arlt- U. Weinmann 

(eds.), Das Fayyûm in Hellenismus und Kaiserzeit – Fallstudien zu multikulturellem Leben in der Antike, Wiesbaden 

2013, pp. . 

 

M. Capasso, Nuovi ritrovamenti di papiri e ostraka a Soknopaiou Nesos (2010-2012), Proceedings XXVII International 

Congress of Papyrology, Warsaw  (under press). 
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M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project. Archaeological Expedition of Lecce University at Dime (El-

Fayyum). Report on 2004 Season, «Ricerche Italiane e Scavi in Egitto» 2 (2006), pp. 95-114. 

 
M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project. Rapporto Preliminare della Terza, Quarta e Quinta Campagna 

di Scavo (2005, 2006, 2007) a Dime/Soknopaiou Nesos (El-Fayyum), «Ricerche Italiane e Scavi in Egitto» 3 (2009), 

pp. 41-57. 

 
M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Rapporto preliminare della Sesta e Settima Campagna di Scavo (2008, 2009) a 

Dime/Soknopaiou Nesos (El-Fayyum), «Ricerche Italiane e Scavi in Egitto» 4 (2010), pp. 85-104. 

 
M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Due sigilli e una lucerna con centauromachia di Eracle da Soknopaiou Nesos (El-Fayyum, 

Egitto), in M. Lombardo-C. Marangio (eds.), Antiquitas. Scritti di storia antica in onore di Salvatore Alessandrì, 

Galatina 2011, pp. 47-56. 

 
M. Capasso-P. Davoli (eds.), Soknopaiou Nesos Project I (2003-2009), Pisa-Roma 2012. 

 
M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project. Rapporto dell’Ottava Campagna di Scavo 2010, RISE 5 (2011), pp. 

71-81. 

 

M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project. Rapporto della Nona Campagna di Scavo 2011, RISE 6 (2013), pp. 

69-79. 

 

M. Capasso-P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project. Report on Season 2012 of the Archaeological Mission of the 

Centro di Studi Papirologici of Salento University at Dime es-Seba (El-Fayyum, Egypt), PLup 22 (2013), pp. 71-84. 

 

M. Capasso-P. Davoli (eds.), Soknopaios: the Temple and Worship, Preceedings of the First Round Table of the Centro 

di Studi Papirologici of Salento University, Lecce 2015 (under press). 

 
S. Daris, Strutture urbanistiche di Soknopaiou Nesos nei papiri greci, in M. Capasso-P. Davoli (eds.), New 

Archaeological and Papyrological Researches on the Fayyum, Proceedings of the International Meeting of 

Egyptology and Papyrology, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 14 (2005) [2007], pp. 83-94. 

 
P. Davoli, L’archeologia urbana del Fayyum in età ellenistica e romana, Napoli 1998. 

 
P. Davoli, Excavations at Soknopaiou Nesos (Dime), El-Fayyum, «Egyptian Archaeology» 25 (2004), pp. 34-36. 

 

P. Davoli, Examples of Town Planning in the Fayyum, «Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists» 42 

(2005), pp. 213-233, Pls. 8-18. 

 
P. Davoli, The Temple Area of Soknopaiou Nesos, in M. Capasso-P. Davoli (eds.), New Archaeological and 

Papyrological Researches on the Fayyum, Proceedings of the International Meeting of Egyptology and Papyrology, 

«Papyrologica Lupiensia» 14 (2005) [2007], pp. 95-124. 
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P. Davoli, New Excavation at Soknopaiou Nesos: 2003 Season, in S. Lippert-M. Schentuleit (Hrsg.), Tebtynis und 

Soknopaiu Nesos. Leben im römerzeitlichen Fajum. Akten des Internationalen Symposions vom 11. Bis 13. Dezember 

2003 in Sommerhausen bei Würzburg, Wiesbaden 2005, pp. 29-39. 

 
P. Davoli, Nel tempio del dio coccodrillo, «Pharaon» II/3 (2006), pp. 6-16. 

 
P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos: i nuovi scavi dell’Università di Lecce, risultati e prospettive, in F. Crevatin-G. 

Tedeschi (edd.), Scrivere leggere interpretare: studi di antichità in onore di Sergio Daris, pubblicazione on-line: 

[http://www.sslmit.units.it/crevatin/Documenti/Daris/Festschrift-Daris.pdf]. 

 
P. Davoli, Nuovi risultati dalle Campagne di scavo 2004-2006 a Soknopaiou Nesos (Egitto), in S. Lippert-M. 

Schentuleit (eds.), Graeco-Roman Fayum. Texts and Archaeology. Proceedings of the Third International Fayum 

Symposion, Freudenstadt, May 29-June 1, 2007, Wiesbaden 2008, pp. 75-92. 

 
P. Davoli, Archaeological Research in Roman Soknopaiou Nesos: Results and Perspectives, in K. Lembke/M.Minas-

Nerpel/S. Pfeiffer, Tradition and Transformation: Egypt under Roman Rule. Proceedings of the International 

Conference, Hildesheim, Roemer- and Pelizaeus-Museum, 3-6 July 2008, Leiden-Boston 2010, pp. 53-77. 

 

P. Davoli, New Discoveries at Soknopaiou Nesos. In R. Pirelli (ed.), Natural and Cultural Landscapes in the 

Fayoum. The Safeguarding and Management of Archaeological Sites and Natural Environment. Proceedings of the 

International Colloquium, Fayoum 31st October-2nd November 2010, UNESCO, Cairo 2011, pp. 106-115. 

 

P. Davoli, Soknopaiou Nesos Project 2007-2010: New Archaeological Discoveries, in M. Stadler-C. Arlt- U. 

Weinmann (eds.), Das Fayyûm in Hellenismus und Kaiserzeit – Fallstudien zu multikulturellem Leben in der Antike, 

Wiesbaden 2013, pp. 51-61. 

 

P. Davoli, Il tempio di Soknopaios e Iside Nepherses a Soknopaiou Nesos/Dime (El-Fayyum), in L. Giardino, G. 

Tagliamonte (edd.), Archeologia dei luoghi e delle pratiche di culto. Atti del Convegno (Cavallino, 26-27 gennaio 

2012), Bari 2013, pp. 45-56, e Tav. VI. 

 

P. Davoli, The Temple of Soknopaios and Isis Nepherses at Soknopaiou Nesos (El-Fayyum), G. Tallet, Chr. Zivie-

Coche (éds.), Le Myrte et la rose. Mélanges offerts à Françoise Dunand par ses élèves, collègues et amis, Presses 

Universitaires de Montpellier, CENiM 9, Montpellier 2014, I, pp. 51-58. 

 
P. Davoli-I. Chiesi-S. Occhi-N. Raimondi, Soknopaiou Nesos Project: The Resumption of the Archaeological 

Investigation. The settlement and its territory, in T. Gagos (ed.), Proceedings of the 25th International Congress of 

Papyrology, Ann Arbor, July 29-August 4, 2007, Ann Arbor 2010, pp. 149-164. 

 
S. Lippert, Die Abmachungen der Priester-Einblicke in das Leben und Arbeiten in Soknopaiou Nesos, in M. Capasso-P. 

Davoli (eds.), New Archaeological and Papyrological Researches on the Fayyum, Proceedings of the International 

Meeting of Egyptology and Papyrology, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 14 (2005) [2007], pp. 145-155. 
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S. Marchand, Prospection céramique de 2010 des environs du site de Dimeh (Fayoum). Habitats et nécropoles de 
L’Ancien Empire à la Basse Epoque, BCE 23 (2012), pp. 63-75. 

 
P. Musardo, L’attività doganale a Soknopaiou Nesos, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 16 (2007), pp. 81-171. 

 

M. A. Stadler, Zwischen Philologie und Archäologie: Das Tägliche Ritual des Tempels in Soknopaiou Nesos, in M. 

Capasso-P. Davoli (eds.), New Archaeological and Papyrological Researches on the Fayyum, Proceedings of the 

International Meeting of Egyptology and Papyrology, «Papyrologica Lupiensia» 14 (2005) [2007], pp. 283-302.  
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Fig. 1. 2014 excavation areas in the temenos.  
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Fig. 2. The second century AD floor (US 810) on the west side of temple ST 20.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Fig. 3. Hellenistic period buildings in Trench 8. 
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Fig. 4. Trench 8. The base of the column of the chapel west of ST 20. 

 

 

 
Fig. 5. Trench 10, overview. 
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Fig. 6. The house of priests in Trench 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 7. Some of the Demotic ostraka. 

 


